
 
 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE: 
The Detroit Medical Orchestra’s  
First Composition Competition 

 
Competition Theme: Black Lives Matter 

 
The Detroit Medical Orchestra (DMO) is a community symphony orchestra 
staffed by musicians comprised of medical professionals, medical students, and 
friends who share the group’s mission of bringing healing through music. The 
DMO performs three symphonic programs of standard classical repertoire and 
one chamber concert in Metro Detroit annually. Additionally, the DMO has 
performed at Henry Ford and Beaumont Hospitals as part of healing arts 
programming. The DMO organization is a nonprofit, and has existed since 2010. 
 
It has long been a desire of the DMO to implement a compositional contest 
opportunity for students in area universities. Additionally, in light of the murder of 
George Floyd and ongoing discussions of systemic racism, including in the 
classical music world, the DMO has decided to now invite submissions pertaining 
to the theme “Black Lives Matter.” We hope that this opportunity will allow 
students a chance to showcase their work as well as address some of the 
systemic inequities in classical music programming. The official opening date of 
the contest is September 1, 2021, however, this preliminary notice serves as an 
advanced opportunity for those who wish to jump start their creative process 
during the summer months. An official announcement will be shared in early Fall 
2021, and will include the requirements listed in this notice. 
 
Contest details are outlined on the following page. Candidates are invited to first 
submit an audio file and transcription of their short piece, formatted as a piano 
reduction, string quartet, or other instrumentation as desired. Semi-finalists will 
then arrange one or two pages of score to demonstrate their orchestration 
abilities, and finalists will then complete their work reflecting the DMO’s specific 
instrumentation requirements. A winner will be selected by the DMO in 
November 2021, and performance of the first prize composition is currently 
slated for late February 2022. 
 
The compositions will be voted on by the DMO, and will be judged based on 
musical creativity, orchestration skill, and inspiration relevant to the DMO’s 
mission of healing and the contest theme of “Black Lives Matter.” 
 



Eligibility: 
 

Must be a student enrolled at a university or college in Southeast 
Michigan 

 
 

Important Dates and Deadlines: 
 

September 1, 2021: Official contest open date. 
 
September 15, 2021: Original submission due date (an audio file of the 

complete 5-10 minute composition to be 
uploaded to a digital repository with pdf of score). 
The repository for submission will be announced in 
the fall. Up to ten semi-finalists will be selected to 
submit a one- or two-page orchestrated sample of 
their finished product. 

 
October 1, 2021: Deadline for one- or two-page (15-20 measure) 

orchestrated sample. Three semi-finalists will be 
chosen to submit a final copy of completed work. 

 
November 1, 2021: Final deadline. Score and individual master parts due  

(pdf format), allowing duplication for DMO sight-
reading session in early November. 

 
Mid-November, 2021: First prize selection finalized. 
 
Late February, 2022: Performance of composition at Community Arts 

Auditorium on the campus of Wayne State University. 
 
 

Prizes: 
 

Grand prize of $400 
Two semi-finalist prizes of $300 each 

 



 
Instrumentation requirements of the DMO: 

 
2 Flutes + Piccolo; 2 Oboes + English Horn; 2 Clarinets + Bass Clarinet; 2 

Bassoons; 4 Horns; 2-3 Trumpets; 3 Trombones; Tuba; Timpani; 1-2 
Percussion; Strings (Harp and Piano optional) 

 
Please note: Up to two percussionists have performed with the orchestra 

pending instrumentation requirements. Traditionally, timpani is always 
present. Additional percussionists, a harpist, and a pianist may be available 

as well, but are not compulsory in the submission of the contest. 
 

Entrants are encouraged to visit detroitmedicalorchestra.org to get an 
understanding of the orchestra’s repertoire and hear audio samples of the 

orchestra performing. 


